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■ UM SO CIO LO G IST PROBES IM PACT OF W ELFARE REFORM ON H UNGER ~ As
Hunger Awareness Week approaches (Nov. 18-23), UM sociology Professor Paul Miller is
working to prepare Montana assistance organizations for an expected rise in the number of hungry
families who need their help. Recently adopted welfare reform legislation will likely result in a
marked increase in hunger in Montana and across the nation, increasingly shifting the burden of
assistance from the government to non-profit organizations and the private sector, said Miller,
president of the Montana Hunger Coalition. He is working with the Montana Food Banks
Network and the Montana Association of Churches to help prepare them for a growing demand for
food and other assistance. Unless there is an unexpected increase in wage levels or affordable
housing, federal cuts in food stamp programs and elimination of federal "safety-net programs" for
low-income families with children could have a devastating affect on many families, driving more
into the ranks of the hungry, he said. Miller has researched hunger in Montana since 1988 and
also studies poverty and the welfare system. For more information call Miller at (406) 243-2852.
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